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) ORDER GRANTING

) REQUEST FOR

) CONFIDENTIAL

) TREATMENT

)

This matter comes before the Public Service Commission of South Carolina

(Commission) on the request filed by Matrix Telecom, Inc. d/b/a Matrix Business

Technologies (Matrix or the Company) for confidential treatment of certain material filed

in this docket. Matrix requests that Exhibit C to the Company's Application to Expand

Existing Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (Application), filed with the

Commission on January 16, 2007, be held confidential. In its request, Matrix delineates

the material for which the Company's seeks confidential treatment and files such

information in a separate package clearly marked "confidential", in compliance with the

guidelines set out in Commission Order No. 2005-226, "Order Requiring Designation of

Confidential Materials", issued May 6, 2005.

Exhibit C to Matrix's Application contains financial data for the Company.

According to Matrix, this data constitutes competitively sensitive trade secret information

that is proprietary to the Company and is not routinely disclosed in any public forum.

Matrix asserts due to the competitive nature of the telecommunications market, public
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disclosure of Exhibit C would result in competitive harm to Matrix by providing

competitorswith informationthatcouldbeusedagainstMatrix in themarket.

S.C.Code Ann. Section 30-4-40(a)(1)statesthat mattersto be exempt from the

SouthCarolinaFreedomof InformationAct (FOIA) include: "Trade secrets,which are

defined as unpatented,secret,commercially valuable plans, appliances,formulas, or

processes,which are used for the making, preparing, compounding, treating, or

processingof articlesor materialswhich aretradecommoditiesobtainedfrom a person

andwhich aregenerallyrecognizedasconfidentialandworkproducts,in wholeor in part

collectedor producedfor saleor resale,andpaid subscriberinformation.Tradesecrets

alsoinclude,for thosepublicbodieswho marketservicesor productsin competitionwith

others,feasibility, planning,andmarketingstudies,marineterminalserviceandnontariff

agreements,and evaluationsand other materialswhich contain referencesto potential

customers,competitiveinformation,or evaluation."

We find that the information for which Matrix seeksprotectionas confidential

falls within the definition of materialswhich may be exemptedfrom disclosureunder

FOIA. The Commissiontherefore grants the requestof Matrix and rules that the

aforementionedinformation provided in Exhibit C to Matrix's Application shall be

consideredproprietaryandconfidentialandfiled underseal.

IT ISTHEREFOREORDERED:

1. The requestof Matrix Telecom,Inc. d/b/aMatrix BusinessTechnologies

is granted.The material cited is herebydeclaredconfidential. The Commissionand
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CommissionStaffshall treatthematerialsasconfidential,andsuchmaterialsshallnotbe

subjectto public disclosureabsentfurtherorderof thisCommission.

2. This Ordershall remain in full forceand effectuntil further orderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROFTHE COMMISSION:

G.O'Neal Hamilton,Chairman

ATTEST:

C. RobertMoseley,Vice Chair_'an

(SEAL)


